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Learning with Barnsley Museums 
gives children the chance to 
discover the world by uncovering  
unique objects in an immersive 
environment. We work for all 
children and young people in 
Barnsley and beyond, giving  
them opportunities to discover  
new things in different places.
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How to Book
Email learning@barnsley.gov.uk  
or call the museum that you 
want to visit. We can also 
arrange for you to visit more 
than one site in one day. We 
offer free teacher familiarisation 
sessions prior to your class visit. 
We can also provide health  
and safety guidelines to help 
with your risk assessments.

Costs
Self led session per pupil: £4.10 
Half day session per pupil: £5.10 
Full day session per pupil: £8.99 
Life Below Stairs per pupil: £9.20

Loan Boxes 
Our loan boxes can also be used 
as part of your self led sessions.  
We also hire these out to schools 
for your use in the classroom. 

Arts Awards 
Barnsley Museums supports 
Arts Awards, a scheme designed 
to inspire young people (5 
to 25) to develop their arts 
and leadership talents. 
Having completed Arts Award 
adviser training, teachers can 
support pupils to achieve the 
award at five levels – four 
accredited qualifications and 
an introductory award. The 
majority of our workshops 
support young people and 
schools in working towards  
and developing their Arts Award 
offer. We have our own specially 
designed Discover and Explore 
booklets, which children find 
easy and fun to use.

Downloadable pre and post 
visit learning resources
We are developing our website 
so that downloadable pre or 
post visit learning resources 
will soon be available for all our 
sessions. Go to www.barnsley-
museums.com/learning for 
further details. You’ll find 
images of key objects from 
the collections plus detailed 
information and activities 
to inspire your pupils and 
extend their motivation and 
learning. You’ll also find details 
of our temporary exhibition 
programme which includes  
new subjects across all venues 
at various times of the year.

Terms and Conditions 

Max. 35 per class.

£25 cancellation fee applies  
when booking is cancelled 
within seven days prior to visit.

Required staff/child ratios 
confirmed at booking.
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Teachers’ Panel
We run a successful teachers’ panel where we develop resources with 
teachers to make sure what we do is clear, relevant and focused on 
the needs of teachers and schools. We also provide structured CPD 
sessions. The panel is open to all teachers and classroom assistants. 
Please email learning@barnsley.gov.uk if you’d like to get involved.

Children’s Panel 
We also host a structured children’s panel, so that young people can 
pilot our offer to make sure what we do is engaging, challenging and 
fun. We want to make sure that we really understand what motivates 
Barnsley’s children and what more we can do to help them to learn 
effectively.

Supporting Additional Learning Needs
We welcome all individuals and groups with special requirements. 
We adapt our sessions according to what you and your pupils need. 
Contact us to plan your day.

Home Schooling
We offer bespoke home schooling opportunities.

After School Club
We run an animation themed after school club at Experience  
Barnsley Museum, which we are developing over the next  
academic year.

Learning Outside the Classroom
We are applying for Learning Outside the Classroom quality badges 
across our sites.

Contact us
For general enquiries please email:  
learning@barnsley.gov.uk 

Or you can contact:  
May Redfern, Learning Manager  
mayredfern@barnsley.gov.uk  
07795 305833
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Exploring Elsecar

Key Stage: 1, 2  
Subjects: Science, Design and Technology, History, English, 
Geography

What makes a good industrial centre?
Who lived and worked at Elsecar?
How do forces work?
How does the Newcomen Beam Engine work?
Discover what the industrial revolution meant for the men, women 
and children at Elsecar village. Follow the impact of the development 
of science, design and technology at Elsecar and its reliance on 
natural resources such as coal, iron and water. Pupils will take part in 
a range of interactive investigations to explore key scientific concepts.

During the day you will:
– Understand the different natural resources that exist on site
– Tour the former collieries, colliery workshops, ironworks,  

village, railway and canal 
– Find out about the Fitzwilliam family 
– Visit the 1795 Newcomen Beam Engine
– Uncover the science and technology of steam power
– Take pictures and make recordings of what you see
– Make a large scale model of the Newcomen Beam Engine  

or a canal boat
– Take a train ride along the 1850 industrial railway  

(separate booking required)

Your Notes

Opening hours:

Elsecar Heritage Centre
10am to 5pm, 7 days a week.
Site closed Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

Visitor Centre
11am to 4pm, 7 days a week. 
Excluding Christmas Day,  
Boxing Day or New Year’s Day.

Please note that the individual 
attractions, craft shops and 
businesses on site operate 
varying opening and closing 
days and times. Admission 
arrangements to special  
events may vary, please  
contact the Centre. 
 
Opening hours subject to 
change: please call and check 
before your visit.

Address:
Wath Road, Elsecar 
Barnsley  
S74 8HJ
Tel: 01226 740203

Location:
The Elsecar Heritage Centre is  
5 to 10 minutes from J36 M1  
and is brown signed on all major 
routes in the area.

Parking:
Free parking including bays for 
‘blue badge holders’.

Accessible for wheelchair and 
mobility vehicle users.

Elsecar Heritage Centre

Venue Information
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Cooper Gallery

Venue Information

Opening hours:

Cooper Gallery
Monday to Friday – 10am to 4pm
Saturday – 10am to 3pm 
 
Closed Sundays  
and Bank Holiday 
 
Opening hours subject to 
change: please call and check 
before your visit.

Address:
Church Street 
Barnsley 
S70 2AH

Tel: 01226 242905

Location:
Cooper Gallery is a short walk 
from the town centre and from 
the transport interchange and 
railway station.

Parking:
There is plentiful public parking 
located nearby.

Accessible for wheelchair and 
mobility vehicle users.

Key Stage: EYFS, 1, 2  
Subjects: Art and Design

Immerse yourself in some of our wonderful artwork. Using our 
themed art trails and sketchbooks to explore portraits, landscapes 
and drawings, children will be encouraged to further develop their 
artistic talents.

Art Hunters Your Notes
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Cannon Hall Museum  
Park & Gardens
Venue Information

Opening hours:

Cannon Hall
1st April to 31st October 
Open Tuesday to Sunday  
(plus Bank Holidays) 
Tuesday to Friday 10am to 4pm 
Weekends 11am to 4pm 
 
1st November to 24th December 
Weekends only, 12pm to 4pm 
 
February half term  
(Barnsley) to 31st March 
Weekends only 12pm to 4pm 
 
Open all year for pre-booked 
school visits

Address:
Bark House Lane 
Cawthorne  
Barnsley  
S75 4AT

Tel: 01226 790270

Location:
Cannon Hall Museum, Park & 
Gardens is located just off the 
A635, follow the brown signs 
from J37 M1.

Parking:
Access to the car park is available during the following opening hours 
 
January and February: 8am to 4pm 
March: 8am to 6pm 
April to October: 8am to 8pm 
November and December: 8am to 4pm

A traffic flow system allows vehicles to exit the car park after closing 
time. The overspill car park, when in use, is locked at 5pm prompt.

Life Below Stairs 

Key Stage: 1, 2  
Subjects: History, English, Design and Technology

How did different classes live and work in Victorian times?
What was it really like to be a servant at Cannon Hall? 
 
This full day immersive workshop will give pupils the opportunity  
to experience life as a Victorian servant first hand. Drawing on  
primary source evidence from real servants and using original objects, 
you will go on a journey to discover what working life was really like  
at Cannon Hall.

During the day you will:
– Explore our unique Victorian working kitchen and the Hall itself
– Prepare and taste a meal cooked on the range
– Take part in a range of jobs including butter making, cleaning  

and polishing, laundry 
– Compare and consider the impact of modern technology on  

daily life

Your Notes
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Key Stage: 1, 2 
Subjects: History, English, PSHE 

What was life like as a WWII evacuee at Cannon Hall?
What makes an object valuable? What did people take  
with them during war and why? 
 
Dressed in wartime clothes, your pupils will be immersed in the 
historical atmosphere of life during World War II when Cannon Hall 
was home to evacuees. This full day workshop makes use of the 
museum’s collection of wartime objects to stimulate curiosity and 
learning. You will also get the chance to take part in a range of role 
play activities throughout the day.

During the day you will:
– Open an evacuee’s suitcase and think about what  

you would have taken with you
– Eat a meal cooked with rations
– Dig for Victory 
– Have a go at Morse code
– Practice drills and marching 
– Make do and mend
– Discover wartime toys

Sent to the Country  
– Home Front at Cannon Hall

Your Notes

Key Stage: 2  
Subjects: English 

‘We are Storytellers, We are Cannon Hall Writers’ 
 
This workshop is based on a selection of paintings and objects 
from Cannon Hall. Designed and led by published author Lynda 
Waterhouse. The sessions are based on three themes inspired by the 
collection: People and Nature; Myths and Mysteries; Glitz and Glamour.

The pupils are taken on a tour of the Hall focusing on objects that will 
stimulate their writing. They are also encouraged to voice opinions, 
ask questions and enhance their vocabulary as they fill up their 
writers’ notebooks with ideas.

The Workshop
The introduction to the session will look briefly at the history of 
Cannon Hall, a discussion of the chosen theme and its attendant 
activities and a ‘warm-up’ word game. 

The pupils will then focus on the four or five art objects that will 
stimulate their writing. The tour is interactive and students will be 
encouraged to voice opinions and ask questions. Stops will be made 
for some short writing exercises, some of which will be shared but  
all of which can be the basis of more finished work later on.

We are Storytellers Your Notes
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Opening hours:

Experience Barnsley Museum
Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 11am to 4pm

Experience Barnsley  
Discovery Centre  
(Archives & Local Studies)
Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 11am to 4pm 
 
Opening hours subject to 
change: please call and check 
before your visit.

Address:
Town Hall, Church Street  
Barnsley  
S70 2TA

Tel: 01226 772500

Location:
The Museum and Discovery 
Centre is in Barnsley town 
centre, a short walk from the 
transport interchange and 
railway station.

Parking:
Public parking nearby.

Accessible for wheelchair and 
mobility vehicle users.

Have Your Say 

Key Stage: 2, 3  
Subjects: English, History, PSHE, Citizenship

Who makes the decisions in Barnsley?
What is democracy?
How can my voice be heard?
 
This session gives children the opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of democracy and what it means to be a responsible 
citizen. They will explore social responsibility through drama and 
role play and get a chance to meet the Mayor and tour the Council 
Chamber and Mayor’s Parlour.

During the day you will:
– Meet and talk to the Mayor 
– Tour the museum
– Handle real museum objects
– Examine real archival documents and photographs
– Have the opportunity to form and ask questions 
– Take part in a challenging debate in the Council Chamber

Your NotesExperience Barnsley Museum  
& Discovery Centre
Venue Information
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A Barnsley Timeline  
From Stone Age to Iron Age; or
From 1066 to Present Day

Key Stage: 1, 2 
EYFS adapted session available 
Subjects: History, English, PSHE

What was Barnsley like in the past and how has it  
changed over time?
What did the Romans do in Barnsley?
What will Barnsley be like in the future?
 
Led by one of our history specialists, this interactive workshop 
will take pupils on a trip in a time machine focusing on the history 
of Barnsley from the Stone Age to modern day. You will trace how 
aspects of national history are reflected in Barnsley covering 
chronology, social history and technological developments and 
resulting in the development of your own large scale classroom 
timeline.

During the day you will:
– Tour the museum
– Investigate real museum objects including our  

Roman collections 
– Explore real archival documents 
– Use drama and storytelling to explore key points  

in history
– Draw and photograph key objects on the timeline
– Imagine what life was like in Barnsley over the past  

5000 years
– Ask an expert questions

Your Notes Exploring Local History

Key Stage: 2 
Subjects: History, English

What can you find at Barnsley Archives and Local Studies?
Who lived and worked near your school in the past?
How has your local area changed over the past 100 years?
 
Transport your pupils to life 100 years ago. Gather a detailed historical 
picture of your own locality through an interactive investigation  
of archival documents including printed material, photographs, 
maps and plans, census returns, newspapers and original documents 
relating to the area around your school. 
 
Pupils will develop their historical understanding, responding 
creatively to the archival materials through role play, drama,  
art work and creative writing.

During the day you will:
– Tour the museum and Discovery Centre where Archives and  

Local Studies are located
– Learn how to search for clues and evidence in primary  

source materials
– Imagine what life was like 100 years ago
– Find out who lived and worked near your school 
– Understand how your local area has changed over time

Your Notes
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Opening hours:

Worsbrough Mill
Open 7 days a week throughout 
all Barnsley school holidays 
(including all Bank Holidays) 
10am to 4pm daily 
 
Open weekends throughout  
the year 10am to 4pm 
 
Closed weekdays except 
Barnsley school holidays 
 
Open all year for pre-booked 
school visits 
 
Opening hours subject to 
change: please call and check 
before your visit.

Address:
Worsbrough Bridge  
Barnsley 
S70 5LJ

Tel: 01226 774527

Location:
Location: Off J36 M1 follow the 
brown signs. From Stairfoot 
Roundabout follow the brown 
signs and directions to Wors-
brough. From Barnsley follow 
the signs for Worsbrough A61.

Parking:
Closed at 9.30pm or dusk,  
if sooner.

Stories of the Mill 

Key Stage: 1, 2 
Subjects: History, English 
EYFS adapted session available

Who lived and worked in this mill? 
What was working and family life like at the mill?
 
Through storytelling, drama, role play and an investigation of  
archival documents, your pupils will discover working life at the Mill. 
Our costumed enablers will take you on a fascinating journey through 
time focusing on the lives of families, workers and mill owners.

During the day you will:
– Meet our costumed mill workers and hear their stories
– Explore the journey of wheat from seed to loaf
– Tour the Mill and see how it is powered
– Develop your own mill story, poem or picture

Your NotesWorsbrough Mill  
Museum & Country Park
Venue Information
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Nature Hunters 

Key Stage: EYFS, 1, 2  
Subjects: Science

Have a fun and active day discovering living things, their  
relationships, interactions and interdependencies in the different  
ecosystems around the mill and park. You will be provided with  
resources, guide notes and trail to stimulate learning through  
a range of senses.

Your Notes Subject Session

Art

Numeracy

Science

Literacy

History
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